&4o  ENGLISH ECONOMIC HISTORY (mainly) SINCE 1700
)f Comblanchien, near Dijon, worked on war memorials either of
bronze or of the fine grey limestone which takes a polish like
tnarble and comes from the vine-covered face of the C&te d'Or.
The Workers in Lead and Zinc from distant Limoges began
operations in the devastated regions of the Aisne and their
handiwork may be seen at St. Quentin, Rheims, Albert, where
they re-roofed the Town Hall, Lens, Dijon and Charleville. The
A satiation of Makers of Instruments of Precision set up the new
central telephone installation for the 10,000 subscribers of the
Strasbourg Exchange, besides supplying and installinginstruments
in the exchanges of other places.
The most famous example of co-operative industrial production,
is, however, the old-established Familistere, the stove factory
founded by Godin at Guise (near St. Quentin) in 1840, and
transferred to the absolute control of the workers in 1880. This
remarkable institution, deriving equally from the theories of
Fourier and from practical experience of the hardships of industrial
workers a century ago, was built up by one who was, like Owen,
an able man of business as well as a constructive philanthropist.
As a social architect, indeed, he may be held the greater man,
since the community he devised has survived his death by more
than half a century and shows no sign of decay. The Familistere
is not only a flourishing stove factory employing some 2,000
workers and (by an ingenious system) always owned and
controlled by those currently at work. It is a garden city, with
schools and nurseries, public parks, a library, a theatre and an
active communal life. Occupied by the German army after the
battle of Guise in 1914, it was partly destroyed and plundered of
all movable property, yet eight months after the Armistice it was
once more at work, and in a few years the old resources and
amenities had been restored and stand to-day. A few years ago,
output stood at 72,000,000 fcs. and the product had been extended
from stoves to cast iron appliances of many other types.
Such is the industrial co-operative front in France to-day.
May it come through its second trial of a lifetime unscathed,
and go forward to yet further success and solidarity in the years
to come!